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the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force participated in 
the preparation of this estimate and comour In it, This 
Paper le based on information avaliable on 15 January 1991, 
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COMMUNIST CHINA 


THE PROBLEM 
‘Po estimate the stability of the Chinese Commonist regime, jis religions with fie USSR, 
and lis probable aotraed of action toward the nem Cammuanist world, 


DISCUSSION, 


, Stability of ihe Chinese Communist Regine. 
1, For the dorseestle fais the Chinese Com. 
fattnist region will probably retain exclusive 
governmental cote of mairdend Chins, Al 
though there iy undiubbediy muck dlseatis. 
faction with the Communist regio in Chita, 
it does enjoy & meagura of support of acct 
satenoa and is developing shrong police con 
ites, No salou spilt in the Communist re- 
gitee fleif is now Indicated. In perilonlar, 
tha sh yas affective control cf the Chinese 


tha basis of the dlight enidenice available, ib is 
estimated that ebowk M0,000 men may be tn 
paged hi aetive resistances operations, xanging 
Eeennve ee oe ae fila ora 
tate, ‘There fs fneuitiglent avidenes efther to 
substanilite of detiy Nakionallak cleats that a 
cunaidiemable sumber of thes are associated 
with the Netionailst regime on Talwar, ‘These 
fOfdds 8fo cititing widéchieid dander and 


pre handicapping the Chines Commiuniat ora. . 


garam deaplte the fact that they are unscor 
dnated, lack effective top-level leaderaidtp. and 
80 far hays developed no constructive politioal 
program. By themealyer and under preacnt 
conditions these resisters forces do nok con 
Sibute & major threat te the Chinese Com 
uniss Techn. 

General Objectives of Communist Ching, 

% The main objectives of the Chinese Camm 
nist regime pre to establish and nerpetiate its 
own cuntial over all Chindes fetritery and ta 


comuieoet ia Ching a Communivé econenic 
and sontad order. The Chinese Communists 


aim at eilminating Hailonalish Chine and 
Western powet trom China and contiguous 
termitories an rapidly ax podible, With, sup 
port af tha TSS, they alm farther at the 
Binal vietory of world sonrniem and at Cid 
ited lendorsklp of a Communist Far Bast. 


Sinc-Saviat Reletions, 

&. The Chinese Cocamonists are clearly coor 
dipating palley and eethigy in close cappores 
tom with the TSR, ‘There is between Pub 
ping and Moscow a defense treaty, There ix 
aloo at the pendent tine a stromag bord ak sve 
fund itereat in tolnidy protecthig the Paepd 
of the two tegities, In elindnating Weber in 
fluence from, Asta, and in tuebhering the gue 
uaa Of International communtany, 


4, The current Bovieb protrany of ecomomls 
and military tasistance is crac lie 
Commiiilet Ching’s ability to progress toward 

itt military ob(eatives, Wester, counter 
measores against Chinese Commumist ade 
vantes went tenmier Cotininiat Ching more 
diperiden on the TGER for mich further aco. 
nomic and miliary support ag the TSSH 
might te ebls ox willing bo provide, Tt ie pew 
slots that such measures would reutt in Com 
munlgt China Deeoming ah seqnomic Hebllity 
io the UER. 


h Labing posathiitied of conflict babwacn 
Pelping and Moscow exist in auch question: ~ 
ag: ts} control ef Chinese bordur tecrttertas 
like Sinkiang and Menckuria: () vilimate 
control avert Koren: fof Soviat efforts ty in 
Bitrate and conten) tie Clifness Oommunizt 
goverment; ond Gi} fallum- of the USSR to 
theet the eeonemic and wlillary requirements 
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af Communist Ching, Bit tiere elements of 
potential conflict between Chinese national 
interests and Soviet imperistlatte polley and 
tactiog are unitkely fo develop ai} least ao 
long a8 Communist military operons against. 
so “eoramnon anemy” continue to be pu 





&, _ doviet aivength should decline sharply 
ia relation to that of te US atid ite allies, end 
ig, at the sare bier, the Chinese Cesmmtinist 
regime became convinced thaé it couid remain, 
tn power through an accommodation with the 
US and ite allies, the Chinese Communist re- 
pling mivht aoneetuahly alitenrct to break ite 
assoniation with the TSR, This aitvetion is 
unlikely to develop fa the foreseeable feture, 


Immediate Chinese Communist Threats 
Ta US Security Interests. 
7% The Chinese Communists are following « 
course of action deslgned to destroy US sire- 
ip interests in tie Far Bast and to teduce: 
ihe worldwide power position of the UG and 
its allies In telation to the foing power poal- 
fion of the USSR and China, 
&. The seale of the Chinese Communist oper 
ations in Korea and the tnwiliingnere of the 
Chiness Commumists te dissum a diplomatic 
gabiloment escent on thelr owt berms Indicate 
that they intend to detve UN forees out of 
Korea: they have already committed 4 large 
proportion of their best troops for this pur- 
pose, and ane prepared to commit addtional 
sakces, 
& The Chinese Communists haw fditated 
thely firm intention of capturing Taiwan In 
order ti ctinplete the eongiert ot Chinese 
torvitary and eliminate the last sivonghold of 
tha Nationalist tgime. Tie Chinese Com 
mumists have the capability for mounting an 
smphitions attack on Talwan, Go long as 
thea U8 Seventh Pleet is available to protect 
the istend, however, 1b fs untikely that the 
Chinese Cammunista would undertake such 
an operation, 
16, The Chinese Conuonista at preannt ales 
have the capability of intervening affectivaly 
it Indoching. They have bean sipporting 
the Viet Mink for some time. Direct inter. 
vention in strength is almost certain to ceeur 
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whenever thara is danger eltlier that the Vieé 
Mish will tall to attain ite military ebjective: 
of driving tha French gut of Indochina, or that 
the Bon Dal govertmerrk ie sueceeding in th 
demining the euppori ef the Viet Mink. 
Even if they do not openly intervene in Indo. 
china, they can and protebly will increase 
inliltary agelstames to the Viet Mich in an 
effort ta make the French pealtion untenabia. 


UL. ‘The Chinese Corununists are algo cepible 
nf securing Bonk Kong at any thre, and thay 
are likely to do go whenever Shey have cote 
vinced themedives that there Is ne Jonge any 
advantage in fraying Hong Keng in British 
hands and whenever they are willing to ace 
cept the consequences of hostile action agaist 
British territory. Ginar cottelderationg an 
ply to Macoo, In the ens of Hong Kone, 
they might stay their hand 40 as to willie 
the Hong Hong problem aga continuing wedge 
between the US and Ue or ta preserve the 
flow ot trode through Hong Kong, 

i. The Chinese Communists have farther ca- 
pahilities of altucking Burma end of carrying 
on subversise activities in other countries of 
Southeast Agia, It is estimated that at pres 
ent they do not have the capaoliittes for mitt. 
tary attack upon Tapa. 

3, Uiider present circumstances, the Chinese. 
Communists probably have the military capay 
bility of conctirrently carrying on their oper~ 
aliens in Maren, inborvening effegtively in Tr 
dothine and Tibet, attacking Buta, end cap 
turliyg Hong Rong, while continuing ta eon- 
taln opposition groupe within Ching, 


VYulnerabfilites of Communist Ching, 

14. Because of Comimuntet China's well recog. 
riztd snormous numbers. of grand faroes, the 
great eabant of its territory, and the inude- 
quacy of lie coromunication ruuites for latge- 
geala Western-type roliltary ground opern- 
tions, the countermeasures to whieh Come 
miinist China i¢ most vulnerable are the fal 
lowing; 

(a) Support of Resistance Fooces, 

By supplying the setive anti-Communist 
foteed already presen} in tisinland Chine with 
effective communications, milters equig- 
ment, and logistical support, Communtat mili 
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tery stretighh could ba sapped, ant thule capa. 
bilities for operations alsowhene could be re 
duced. Even under thues clecumetences, 
them piri groupe wont be onllkely te 
overthicow Ste Chinese Communist regime iy 
the absence of On effective actuntab-revata+ 
ienary movement, a polltics! program, « 
dlaareut oxganteation, aompetent leadership 
and sat fot action, 

fb) Use of Nationalist Forces, 

The Natiowelist Chinese Government om 
Taiwan hee an army in being of sppraxi- 
mately 428,000 troops, There is conslderaitle 
duit, however, ae tothe tellabllity arid offen 
tiveness of the MNatfonalies Jones undar 
present Nationalist leadership, ‘The tobale 
and combat effidiency of thase forces tould 
doubles: be zubslaniiaily impcoved under US 
training mad supervision, Gleen adequate 
joglatin supper, a large porkion of these forces 
could be lauded on the mainland, There ie 
consliiweble question og ta whether Gis Ha. 
tlenullate could rachithee popular cappart on 
the matnlend or command the effective co- 
operation of pretent guarrilla fares. They 
anight, however, ie able to eapliallce co exist 
ing dissentent with the Communist regime, 
Such an operation would tor a thas cecupy 
condderabie Communist alitery strength. 
ie} Economie Warfare and Limited Ailitery 
Action. 

” Althougt: the economy of Chine le wainiy 
rural and operates ab the subeisienee Jevel, 
the urban seatnon§ of fhe ocomonay is lareely 
dapentient on overseas ad cogstel trade, ancd 
ty reason of lis comeantretion i a few todall- 
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Has, is portiouiariy vulnerable bo bombard. 
ment and blockade, Cortailment of tereign 
trade by Western ecenomlt controls, om. 
barged, or by naval bicckede, would oreate 
uzhan tinemployment and uncest, hinder in- 
dustrial praduation and development, and cre. 
ate sevious finandlal diftiguitiod. A mampalyet 
af asrial and naval bombardment against 
salacted ports, nail ayslens, intlustrial capacity 
andl storage bases, in addition to aeenomic 
warkkte meagures, would serlowaly reduce the 
mllitary capabilities of Commintsh China for 
aubtatied operations, would impale the adilty 
of the regime to maintain lotermal controls 
and contetvabtir misht inpetil the stability af 
ie raging itself 
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fd) Conthvartion of GN Operations in Kove. 

The dentinal rasintenance af ON military 
operations in Korea would result in a signifi 
eat drain on the Chines Communists, would 
pin. devas & large peta af thelr crack troops 
and reduew thelr woramaking capabilities else. 
sory : could have sp eohivapera vi 
fosts, such se-weekohing the preeont dealing 
invinedtbility, teducity the prestige the neeieae 
ig gaining foam earrent anecessen, encouraging 
internal oppesitioeds and sizaining relations 
with the Krentlin, 
fel Etfect ot Counter Mensures, 

The measures outlined in (a), (by, (o} and 
{i} shove, if applied mm combination, would im- 
potll fie Chinese Communist regime, ‘These 
autions would, however, create 3 grave dangar 
of Soviet soumferaciion and wowkl buseas 
the danger of a globe’ war. 
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